
 

Rochester Welcomes NAOP
 By Lucy Lawliss, NAOP Co-Chair

Our valued board member, Katie Eggers Comeau, had been saying that the
City of Rochester, NY, would welcome a visit from the NAOP board, and she
was right. On Saturday, October 7th, NAOP partnered with the Upstate New
York Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects to host a half-
day symposium followed by an afternoon tour of Rochester’s amazing
Olmsted park legacy. Sue Steele, from the chapter’s board, did an
outstanding job of organizing and executing the day, which was preceded by
a lively Friday evening reception with symposium participants and guests.  

   
 Speakers for the symposium included a new Olmsted ‘friend,’ Peter

Falzarine, Executive Director, Central New York Conservancy, who
described the Conservancy’s work to protect and promote Utica’s Olmsted
parks. His presentation was followed by NAOP board member, Frank
Kowsky, who presented the prescient Olmsted and Vaux 1888 vision for the
nearby Niagara Reservation, to keep this uniquely scenic and
environmentally sensitive place “forever wild,” arguments that were
successfully used to defeat a recently proposed high-rise hotel. The session
concluded with former NAOP board member, and current advisory council
member, Faye Harwell, giving an outstanding presentation that laid out the
principles, challenges and successes of the work of her firm – Rhodeside &
Harwell, Alexandria, VA - to preserve the character while upgrading the
amenities in four distinct historic landscapes, Evergreen Cemetery in
Brooklyn, the Gettysburg battlefield, Branchbrook Park in Newark and Jones
Beach on Long Island, NY. 

  
Capturing the light and
colors of a mid-autumn
afternoon, the Olmsted
legacy park bus and walking
tour was led by local
landscape architect and
Trustee and Olmsted Parks
Subcommittee member of
the Landmark Society of
Western New York, JoAnn
Beck, with Katie providing
historic background during
the bus ride between parks.

Their thoughtful and well-planned tour gave context to the previous day’s
meeting at the Landmark Society where Katie, along with co-chairs Arleyn
Levee and Lucy Lawliss, presented the opportunities to partner around the
NAOP celebration for Olmsted 2022—the Legacy and NAOP’s geo-
referenced data base, OlmstedOnline. Attending this meeting were two
members of the Landmark Society, the City Historian, Christine Ridarsky,
and City Record’s Manager, Michele Rowe, and other interested members of
local parks groups. The Friday conversation confirmed Rochester’s interest
in participating in these two important ventures that NAOP is undertaking. 

Advocacy Update
 By Dan Marriott and Katie Eggers Comeau, NAOP Trustees

For this issue’s Advocacy column, instead of a roundup of advocacy efforts
around the country, we are focusing on one issue as it is playing out in two
communities: the care of historic bridges in Olmsted parks.

  
After one year of close coordination with NAOP, the future of the 1905
Ravine Road Bridge designed by the acclaimed Milwaukee architects Ferry
and Clas in Frederick Law Olmsted’s Lake Park is looking hopeful.
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Milwaukee County officials had deemed the bridge unsafe and suggested
building a replica in its place.  Friends of the Olmsted park questioned the
assessment of the bridge and were increasingly concerned by the urgency
with which the county was pressing for demolition. Tensions were
heightened when the bridge was abruptly closed last December due to vague
safety concerns but no change in the bridge’s status.

  
After an introduction by NAOP, the Lake Park Friends group hired
TranSystems, a national engineering firm noted for its analysis of historic
bridges.  The TranSystems assessment of the bridge will allow for an
objective conversation about the future of this significant bridge free of
concerns about the objectivity of local government agencies and politicians
advocating for its destruction.  An Op-Ed in Milwaukee Magazine earlier this
year by NAOP Board Member Dan Marriott, questioning the legality of the
review implemented to demolish this National Register resource, has been
credited by advocates for the bridge as a turning point. Marriott’s Op-Ed may
be viewed at: https://www.milwaukeemag.com/opinion-care-preserving-lake-
park-bridge/.

  
Milwaukee is not alone in
facing challenges related to
historic bridges in parks.  In
Rochester, New York, three
graceful pedestrian bow
bridges span the Erie Canal in
Genesee Valley Park. The
park was designed by
Frederick Law Olmsted,
Senior; the concrete bridges
were built several decades
later as part of the Olmsted
firm’s efforts to mitigate
damage when the Erie Canal was rerouted from downtown Rochester to
bisect the park.

  
The bridges are beautiful scenic features seen and used by thousands of
people who enjoy the Erie Canal and the adjacent canal and riverway
recreation trails.  The New York State Canal System was named a National
Historic Landmark in 2016, and the bridges are identified as contributing
structures in that designation.  The bridges have not been well maintained in
the 100 years since they were built, however, and although they are not
believed to be in imminent danger, park advocates are concerned about their
visible deterioration.  In hopes of proactively raising awareness of the need
for appropriate rehabilitation of the bridges, so that a situation like the recent
closure in Milwaukee can be averted, the Landmark Society of Western New
York included them on its “Five to Revive” list in 2013.  The Preservation
League of New York State followed suit by adding them to its “Seven to
Save” list in 2014.

  
The bridges’ status is complicated due to the overlapping jurisdictions of
various government entities with responsibility for the park and canal. 
Genesee Valley Park is owned by the City of Rochester but is maintained by
Monroe County under a long-term city-county agreement. The Canal
Corporation oversees canal operations; this entity was recently transferred
from the auspices of the Thruway Authority to the Power Authority. Canal
bridges, however, are the responsibility of the state Department of
Transportation.  Because these are pedestrian rather than vehicular bridges,
park advocates have so far been unsuccessful in convincing the DOT to
include them in their infrastructure planning, much less prioritize their repair.

  
In Milwaukee, Rochester, and many other Olmsted parks historic bridges are
far more than utilitarian crossings; they are important design elements that
enhance the beauty and character of the parks, and are critical to the
circulation system.  These and similar bridges, however, need care just like
any other built feature in a park, as it is far better to invest in appropriate
maintenance and sensitive rehabilitation than to wait until there is an
emergency.

The Olmsteds and Our National Parks – A Recovered Legacy: 
Big Night in Brookline

 By Lucy Lawliss, NAOP Co-Chair

The National Park Service completed its 2016 centennial celebration without
a full and truthful accounting of its establishment, relying instead on an
apocryphal tale of a Yellowstone campfire-inspired chat as its beginning.
However, thanks to funding from the Frederick Law Olmsted National
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Historic Site (NHS) and in partnership with the Organization of American
Historians (OAH), new and recovered history reveals how the Olmsted firm
—father, son, and key members of the firm—were instrumental players for
more than a century (1857 to 1979) in the promotion, establishment, and
design of our national parks. The Yellowstone campfire myth can finally be
de-bunked!

  
 Presented for the first time on October 12th, an engaged audience at

Wheelock College in Brookline, MA, heard the more thought-provoking, and
timely, history of our national parks’ establishment and the creation of the
National Park Service (NPS). Thanks to the new and expanded research from
three remarkable landscape historians—all of whom have been or are NAOP
trustees—a history with roots in Olmsted and Vaux’s Central Park and the
American Civil War gives gravitas to this essential part of American life.
Ethan Carr, a current NAOP trustee and noted author of two NPS landscape
histories—Wilderness by Design and Mission-66—and a professor of
landscape architecture at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst; Lauren
Meier, one of the editors for the last volume of the Papers of Frederick Law
Olmsted, Supplementary Series III – Plans and Views of Communities and
Private Estates—as well as a practicing historical landscape architect; and
Rolf Diamant, former superintendent of the Frederick Law Olmsted NHS and
currently adjunct professor at the Rubenstein School of the Environment and
Natural Resources at the University of Vermont and co-editor and co-author
of A Thinking Person’s Guide to America’s National Parks, together
produced an important and exciting report that is being peer-reviewed
through OAH and will be published later in 2018.

  
 The evening was an informal presentation and dialogue among the authors

and audience moderated by NAOP co-chair, Lucy Lawliss. The presentation
was captured live and posted to Facebook and is available at
www.facebook.com/OlmstedNHS/videos. 

News From Around the Country and Canada

Boston, MA
 The Muddy River: Welcoming Back a Treasured Urban Resource

 By  Fran Gershwin, Chair, Muddy River Restoration Project Maintance and Management Oversight Committe
(the MMOC)

In April of this year Massachusetts
celebrated the  re-emergence of the
“missing link” of Olmsted’s Emerald
Necklace, with the completion of Phase 1
of the Emerald Necklace Enviromental
Improvements Master Plan and Muddy
River Floor Control, Water Quality,
Habitat Enhancement and Historic
Preservation Project.  After decades of
deferred maintenance, environmental
degradation, and channeling of the river
into undersized concrete culverts in order
to provide surface parking for a former
Sears Roebuck Distribution Center in the
1950’s, the Muddy River is back!  It has
been daylighted and is flowing visibly
again, in part through a lovely new public
park, the Justine Mee Liff Park, named

after Boston’s first woman Parks Commissioner and an early champion of the
Project.  Once again, the Muddy River is bringing “an increasing advantage”
to the surrounding locale and providing us with renewed evidence of
Olmsted's brilliant and enduring vision.

  
 The Muddy River Restoration Project represents the restoration of what was,

in fact, a 19th century urban green infrastructure project.  That project, called
the Muddy River Improvement, provided a flood control channel for the
Muddy River downstream to the Charles River and sanitary improvements
(the Muddy and the Charles were tidal in the 19th century), flanked on either
side by a beautiful park system and a continuous promenade from Boston
Common to Jamaica Pond. 

  
 The 21st century Muddy River Restoration Project is a project of vast

technical vision, innovation, scope and impact.  Phase 1 included the
daylighting of more than 700 feet of the Muddy River, removal of two feet of
sediment in the open portions of the river within the Project area, recreation
of an island within the river as originally designed by Olmsted, the planting
of the recreated river’s edge to enhance beauty, promote habitat, and ensure
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bank stabilization, and the construction of new river crossings with granite–
faced bridges.  And all this in the midst of what is now a dense urban
environment within a half-mile of Fenway Park, the Longwood Medical
Area, and more than thirty academic, cultural and medical institutions that
are a critical economic driver for the City of Boston and the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

  
 The newly completed Phase I of the Muddy River Project not only restores

the historic landscape through which the river flows but also mitigates flood
risk, improves water quality, provides a restored habitat for a wide array of
riparian life, and enhances the flow of traffic in a very busy area.  The new
river crossings with granite-faced bridges and lush plantings reflect
Olmsted’s original intentions that “the waters of rivers… [provide]…the
choicest natural scenery…and the means of recreation…” for the health of
the environment and the enjoyment of the community.

  
 We invite everyone to join us in welcoming back The Muddy River!

  
 For more information, please contact the Muddy River Restoration Project

Maintenance and Management Oversight Committee (MMOC) at
info@muddyrivermmoc.org, or visit its website at
www.muddyrivermmoc.org and other social media outlets,
facebook.com/ourmuddyriver and twitter.com/ourmuddy. The MMOC is a
committee established by the Secretary of the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs to serve as the formal vehicle for public
participation in the Project.  The volunteers and staff of the MMOC help
ensure ongoing public accountability by monitoring the Project proponents’
progress on all environmental requirements, including the required high level
of long-term maintenance, and fostering strong stewardship of the restored
area for future generations.  

Buffalo, NY
 By  Frank Kowsky, NAOP Trustee

The Albright-Knox Art Gallery, which since 1905 has occupied a prominent
site in Olmsted and Vaux’s Delaware Park, is planning a major expansion of
its current facility, the original Neo-Classical building by Green & Wicks and
an International Style wing added in 1962 by Buffalo native Gordon
Bunshaft of Skidmore, Ownings & Merrill.  The expanded facility is to be
designed by the Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA).  Michael Van
Valkenburgh Associates are the project’s landscape architects. The New York
City firm of PBDW Architects and the Buffalo-based Preservation Studios
have been hired as consultants to ensure, in the words of the Buffalo News
“that historic resources on the site are sensitively addressed, including
parkland designed by Frederick Law Olmsted.” Historical Note:  John C.
Olmsted strongly objected to its construction within the park.  Several years
earlier, he had strongly objected to construction of the Buffalo Historical
Society building in the park.  His Report to the Park Commission appears in
NAOP's 2011 Reprints, which can be found on the website.

  

 
University of Buffalo professor of history Adam Rome and author of The
Genius of Earth Day and The Bulldozer in the Countryside: Suburban
Sprawl and the Rise of American Environmentalism gave a lecture entitled
"My Walks with Olmsted" during the Buffalo Humanities Festival in
September. Focusing on sustainability, Professor Rome reflected on what
could be learned from Olmsted's Buffalo park system.

North Charleston, SC
 Chicora - The Forgotten Park
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‘Forgotten’ our correspondent Don Campagna tells us because after the
Spanish-American War, the nearly 600 acres that had been designed by the
Olmsted firm became part of the Charleston Navy Shipyard.  When that
shuttered in 1996, three National Register Historic Districts were created,
two of which hold significant features of the original design:  Charleston
Navy Yard Officers’ Quarters and Charleston Navy Yard Hospital Districts. 
Officer housing and a beautiful hospital were thoughtfully tucked among the
canopy of towering trees.  Olmsted’s signature curvilinear roads still wind
their way through massive moss-draped oaks.  Conceived and constructed
following the Great Earthquake of 1886 that decimated Charleston and rang
church bells in Boston, Chicora Park was seen by the city fathers as a place
of respite.  On his first visit to the site, John Charles Olmsted observed, “By
far the most important feature is the frontage on the Cooper River, with its
exquisitely beautiful views, its broad green salt marshes and wooded
backgrounds.”  The native longleaf pine forest was to be preserved and dwarf
palmetto used to provide “a characteristic and appropriate ground cover.” 
The site soon had boating ponds flushed by tidal flow, a pavilion for dancing,
and an old plantation home for social events.  

Cleveland, OH
 "Projects by Omsted Firm: Sourcing the Past to Improve Resilience"

“Projects by the Olmsted Firm: Sourcing the Past to Improve Resilience” was
the theme of a session presented at the Society for American City and
Regional Planning History (SACRPH) conference, October 25-29, 2017, in
Cleveland.

  
 The conference session showcased the Olmsted firm’s approach to urban

design and land-use planning, emphasizing best practices for resilience on
multiple scales. The session also demonstrated the importance of the firm’s
extensive archives - plans, photographs, correspondence, grading plans,
maps, office research and other ephemera – as useful research tools in
contemporary planning projects. 

  
 Presenters included Peter Pollock, FAICP, Manager of Western Programs at

the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, who discussed the Olmsted Jr. plan for
Boulder Colorado and its continuing relevance for scenic protection and
environmental resilience.   Christine Edstrom O’Hara, Associate Professor,
California Polytechnic State University, analyzed Olmsted Brothers projects
in southern California, emphasizing natural systems and water management,
using digital techniques to explore historic spatial narratives in terms of
modern planning. Fadi Masoud, Assistant Professor of Landscape
Architecture and Urbanism, University of Toronto, contrasted several
Olmsted firm coastal urban planning projects with contemporary planning
based on cultural, economic or politically driven zoning. Both Christy’s and
Fadi’s research were supported by a Friends of Fairsted Beveridge
Fellowship, 2015 and 2016 respectively which was awarded to promote use
of the Olmsted Archives at the Olmsted National Historic Site in Brookline,
MA.  Pamela Hartford, historic landscape consultant and former Program
Chair for the Friends of Fairsted, served as commentator.

Hartford, CT
 Keney Park Sustainability Project

The Keney Park
Sustainability Project
(KPSP), a community-
created non-profit
organization, has figured out
how to make Keney Park an
asset for its neighborhood, a
federally-designated
"Promise Zone."  Our
correspondent Herb Virgo,
KPSP founder and director,
describes the focus as health
and nutrition education,

landscaping, forest management, waste stream reduction, building and
design, and urban agriculture. The organization aims to provide hands-on
training, on-site demonstrations, education outreach, and community
collaborations that help families become more self-sustainable and
environmentally conscious while preserving Frederick Law Olmsted's nearly
600 acre park.  KPSP is an active member of the Climate Stewardship
Council, Hartford's city-wide effort to make the city a leader in
environmental stewardship while promoting justice, economic development



and public health.  KPSP assisted with the official adoption of a Climate
Action Plan in September.  The Climate Stewardship Council was created
last year to address the impact of climate change on the city including its
historic parks legacy.  The Climate Action Plan assesses current resources
and charts a path forward for land, tree and open space preservation.  A
Sustainability Coordinator has been hired to coordinate implementation of
the Climate Action Plan.  Two Green Infrastructure Specialists will help
manage storm water issues. For more information visit:
www.hartford.gov/climate

Indianapolis, IN
 Update on Ball Nurses’ Sunken Garden and Convalescent Park

Our Fall 2016 issue carried news of the progress made in the
rehabilitation/restoration of the 10 acre Ball Nurses’ Sunken Garden and
Convalescent Park., Olmsted project 09082, on the Indiana University-
Purdue University (IUPUI) campus.  The account by our correspondent
Audrey E. Corne ended as follows:  “Now, the Class of 1959 looks forward
to the full and complete restoration of the unfinished phases of the
garden/park. This will include the East and West panels of the Sunken
Garden and the Rotary forecourt at the north end of the Convalescent Park.” 
However, as she now reports, as of this date there is no plan to complete the
rehabilitation/restoration.  Only the West and East Panels of the Sunken
Garden and the Rotary Forecourt at the north end of the Convalescent Park
remain to be done.  A few members of the 1959 Class, Indiana University
School of Nursing, are contacting University officials to urge them to action
and are trying to identify other resources.  Should anyone know of any
resource, please contact Audrey E. Corne, RN, EdD at acorne1936@att.net
or 317-753-6809.

Jacksonville, FL
 Memorial Park

                            

As the photos show, Memorial Park on the banks of the St. John's River was
hard hit by Hurricane Irma in September.  The balustrade meant as protection
from the river was almost completely destroyed.  Brackish river water
covered 75 - 80% of the lawn that had been replanted last year.  Benches
were pushed over.  The Memorial Park Association has been working to
address the damage.  A recovery fund has been established:(tax-deductible)
donations may be made online at memparkjax.org/donate.  The Association,
featured in the Fall 2016 issue of Field Notes, had commissioned a master
plan that called for replanting of the central oval lawn in front of the iconic
sculpture Spiritualized Life by Charles Adrian Pillars commemorating
Florida's 1,220 war dead (men and women).  The sculpture has just been
designated a World War I Centennial Memorial by the World War I
Centennial Commission, a designation that carries with it a $2000 matching
grant for restoration.  

Point Chautauqua, NY
 Corinthian Grove

The Point Chautauqua Historical Preservation Society is seeking a solution to
preservation of the Corinthian Grove, an 11 acre natural grove of trees in
Frederick Law Olmsted’s 1875 design of this summer community on Lake
Chautauqua.  Formed in the early years of this century to gain National
Register listing, the Society was successful.  Last year the Society entered
into negotiations to buy the Corinthian Grove without success.  Their effort
followed the failure of negotiations between the Grove owner and the
Chautauqua Water Conservancy to preserve the Grove in perpetuity as an
environmental preserve as well as a significant feature of the Olmsted
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design.  The Society president, Ned Yellig is reaching out for advice. Ned
Yellig, MD; ebyellig@gmail.com

Rochester, NY
 Highland Park

The Highland Park
Conservancy has completed
and adopted a 2017-2022
Strategic Plan as a guide to
fulfilling its mission: to
advocate for and participate in
the preservation, restoration
and enhancement of the entire
Park with its world class
arboretum, its historic Olmsted
design, and other amenities by
increasing the public’s

appreciation for and active engagement with its uniqueness. The plan
includes four major goals: advocate for a vibrant and sustainable Highland
Park; engage the public with Highland Park; enhance the Conservancy’s
organizational capacity; and ensure the reconstruction of the Children’s
Pavilion by 2022.

  
At the pinnacle of the park and a lynchpin of the park’s design, the Children’s
Pavilion offered tree-top panoramic views until its demolition in 1963. Its
reconstruction in its original location, scale, style and character will restore
the park’s overlook and its skyline. The Monroe County Department of
Parks, which operates the park, is supporting the Children’s Pavilion project
by committing some of the required funding in its 2018-2023 Capital
Improvement Program and actively seeking additional public funding.  The
Rochester Area Community Foundation awarded grant funding to the
Conservancy in August to produce a video on the park’s history to share the
authentic story of Highland Park in order to inspire and ensure its
preservation as a signature public space for the enjoyment of all.

Trenton, NY
 Cadwalader Park

Cadwalader Park in Trenton, NJ, celebrated its 115th birthday this year with
"A Walk in the Park:  New Jersey's Olmsted Neighborhood" on September
16, the 2017 Cadwalader Heights House Tour, and an exhibit "Cadwalader
Park: An Olmsted Vision" at the Trenton City Museum at Ellarslie Mansion
(in the Park).  The Cadwalader Park Alliance works in partnership with the
City of Trenton.  A master plan for the park was launched in 1998.  Lots of
good information at cadwaladerparkalliance.org

Washington, DC
 Olmsted Woods Centennial Project

As part of its ongoing
Centennial Celebration, All
Hallows Guild has hired
Silman Engineering to
conduct a structural
assessment of the Woodlands
Bridge closed in 2012 after a
fallen tree caused severe
structural damage.  The
Guild is currently working
with KPG Design Studio for
a replacement footbridge and
with Andropogon Landscape
Architects to analyze the
effects of the bridge
reconstruction on the fragile
ecosystem as well as to
assess the success of past
Woods restoration efforts
and erosion control. 
Founded in 1916, All
Hallows Guild is the all-
volunteer group serving as
stewards of the 59 acres of the Washington National Cathedral.  A decade-
long restoration project focused on the 5 acres Olmsted Woods was
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completed in 2008.  Since then the Guild has continued its mission of
stewardship of Olmsted Woods, named for Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., the
Cathedral’s first landscape architect.  His conception of the Woods was three-
fold:  the singular beauty of the site would serve as a dramatic introduction to
the Cathedral; a release from the tensions of city life would be part of its role
as well as an enhancement of one’s spiritual experience in a place of quiet
and contemplation.  A team of volunteers helping the Horticulture staff keeps
up the never-ending fight against weeds and invasives so that native
wildflowers have a better chance to flourish.  Many new shade-loving
perennials have been planted on Pilgrim Path in the upper part of the woods
including Wake Robin Trillium, Patridegeberry, Gold Star, Round-loved
Hepatica, and Bowman’s Root (aka Indian Physic).

National Mall and Olmsted Legacy
 By Susan Spain, Project Executive, National Mall Plan

Frederick Law Olmsted Jr at 1900 AIA Convention:  "The solution of the
general problem involved in the revision of the Mall demands months of
careful study ... But one thing is clear: The fundamental importance of living
up to the greatness of the original (L’Enfant 1791) plan.…the importance of
treating the Mall in such a way as to relate strongly and visibly to the
Capitol.”  He lauded examples of “open turf instead of pavement” and the
“tapis verte” at Versailles.

  
 Olmsted Jr.’s paper at the 1900 convention, his subsequent work with the

Senate Park Commission creating the McMillan Plan (1901), as well as
serving on the United States Commission of Fine Arts (1910-1918) and
National Capital Parks Planning (1926-32) have left a lasting legacy on the
National Mall.  The National Park Service is protecting the Olmsted Jr.
legacy through planning and projects.  The National Mall Plan (2010),
recipient of the American Planning Association Outstanding Federal
Planning Project award, set a 50 years vision to respectfully rehabilitate the
historic landscape honoring the landmark L’Enfant and McMillan Plans
while preparing our national symbolic civic space for the types and levels of
use it receives today and is expected to receive tomorrow.  NPS progress
includes:

  
Mall Turf Project (2011-2016) - makes the McMillan / Olmsted Brothers
“tapis verte” sustainable through design as well as changed agronomy
practices and events management.  Design includes resilient turf species;
compaction resistant well-drained soils; simple yet durable deep irrigation
system; and granite curb/gutter that collects stormwater stored in 4-250k
gallon underground cisterns.  Stormwater is treated and used for irrigation,
reducing use of potable water.  The related Operations and Maintenance
Manual is changing the way turf is managed throughout the National Mall.
The Project has received a number of awards.

  
Pedestrian Wayfinding System (2011) – SEGD (Society for Experiential
Graphic Design) award winning system of regularly spaced and easily
identifiable maps and pylons with simple pictograms to identify destinations,
memorials, museums, transit and services. Funded by the partner Trust for
the National Mall.

  
 Thomas Jefferson Memorial (2009-2017) – ASCE (American Society of

Civil Engineers) 2009 award winning civil engineering construction project
that addressed settlement of seawall.

  
 Lincoln Memorial and grounds – Reflecting Pool was reconstructed (2012)

with wider walks and to be more sustainable - using non-potable water,
circulation system and ozone water treatment. This project was recognized
with a 2015 Engineering Excellence Grand award for top design project from
the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) of Metro
Washington and a 2013 National Capital Chapter of the American Concrete
Institute (NCCACI) Concrete Award for Heavy Construction.   Currently,
there is a project to repair stone work and the roof; expand restrooms;
improve accessible route for fire and life safety, repair elevator and add
another; and prepare new exhibits and provide viewing into the vast Lincoln
Memorial undercroft with its gigantic columns, cartoons drawn by builders in
1920s, and stalactites.

  
Tidal Basin area – a master plan to further implement the National Mall Plan
will begin shortly. 

  
Washington Monument –2011 earthquake repairs were funded by private
public partnerships and received several awards.  NPS has upgraded exhibits
and is currently working on a new security screening facility and repair of the



elevator.
  

 Potomac Park Levee (2014) – Because the 1930s-era levee did not meet new
standards, phase one of the ASCE (American Society of Civil Engineers)
award winning project constructed walls to accommodate panels crossing
17th street NW to protect downtown DC from river flooding.  As a result,
flood maps were redrawn.

  
 District of Columbia War Memorial (2013) –The rehabilitation project

received an ASLA (American Society of Landscape Architects) conservation
solution award.

  
 Constitution Gardens (2017) – phase 1 relocates the Canal Lockkeeper’s

House (ca 1830) to create a stronger pedestrian entry and plaza, outline past
locations of the house, and include exhibits and space to recognize donors. 
The project is partner-funded by the Trust for the National Mall.  The site
will tell stories related to the Washington Canal (now filled to create
Constitution Avenue); the lock house; city river water connection; flooding
and land reclamation providing Senate Park Commission planning
opportunity.

  
A number of projects were funded through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 – DC War Memorial, Jefferson seawall,
and Lincoln Reflecting Pool.

  
 USPP Stables Redevelopment – The Trust for the National Mall is currently

working on a project to rebuild the existing park police stables while being
more sustainable and providing public education.

Court Hold on Development of McMillan Park
 By Kirby Vining, Treasurer, Friends of McMillan Park

On December 8, 2016 the District of Columbia Court of Appeals ruled that
the District’s proposed development of McMillan Park was not consistent
with the District’s Comprehensive Plan recommendations for the historic
park nor with provisions of the District’s 1978 Historic Landmark and
Historic District Protection Act. The court both vacated key entitlements for
the proposed development and remanded several questions about the
development plans to the District government. 

The Friends of McMillan Park, an NAOP Partner and lead plaintiff in the
lawsuit, is working through preservation and zoning remand hearings and
expects to return to the court, perhaps this winter.  This case is crucial to
enforcement of the recommendations of the District’s Comprehensive Plan,
which contains specific and very respectful recommendations for
revitalization of the park, and for the judgements of the Mayor’s Agent for
Historic Preservation, who is responsible for the granting of demolition
orders and subdivision requests for historic properties, both for McMillan
Park and for other historic properties in the District. This important Olmsted
Jr. park, named for Senator James McMillan and the McMillan Plan for the
city of Washington, also conceals underground the last known still-standing
slow-sand water filtration system, in operation from 1905-1986, which was
responsible for ridding the city’s water supply of typhoid and other water-
borne diseases.

  
McMillan Park Reservoir Historic District is a District of Columbia Historic
Site and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Friends of
McMillan Park tries to work with the District government to find something
much more beautiful and respectful for the site than has been proposed. The
Friends held another historic walking tour around McMillan Park and
through the adjacent Bloomingdale neighborhood, built in anticipation of the
park,on October 28th.  

Montreal, Québec
 Mount Royal as UNESCO Site?



Launched by Les amis de la montagne, the citizen mobilization campaign
entitled “We love our Mountain. Let’s support UNESCO status for Mount
Royal” was a success! More than 33,000 people answered the call to support
Mount Royal’s bid for UNESCO status in the hopes of ensuring the highest
standards of protection for the mountain.

  
Hundreds of companies, organizations, associations and citizens called for
signatures in their own networks. The success of this campaign clearly shows
the unfailing dedication of a strong community that cares about the
protection and sustainability of its beautiful mountain!  Les amis sent Parks
Canada the letter with all the signatures in support of the City of Montreal’s
application.

  
Submitted last January by the City, the application will be reviewed by an
independent advisory commission that will recommend candidates for
inclusion on Canada’s updated Tentative List for World Heritage Sites. 
UNESCO recognition can take years:  applications can be made only every
decade and the review process once on the Tentative List can last several
years.

Exhibition in Mount Royal Chalet

Les amis de la
montagne presents the
exhibition “In the
Footsteps of our
Discoverers – The
Remarkable History of
Montréal” highlighting
the collection of
paintings on the walls
of the majestic Mount
Royal Chalet. The
installations and
activities showcase the
17 paintings depicting

selected moments in the history of Montréal and New France.  And Les amis
opened a new Café des Amis food counter at the Chalet in July.  As part of an
agreement with the City of Montréal, Les amis now operates three food
services in Mount Royal Park—the food counter at the Chalet, the café at
Smith House and the bistro at the Beaver Lake Pavilion— whose revenues
are reinvested for the benefit of Mount Royal Park.

2017 Community Service Award 

Les Amis de la montagne received the 2017 Community Service Award from
the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects in October.  The Community
Service Award recognizes public agencies and community groups who have
contributed significantly to environmental responsibility.  The founding
president of Les amis in his acceptance of the award named a few individuals
"who have distinguished themselves through their engagement toward Mount
Royal, its improvement and governance, as well as its protection."  Among
them, former NAOP trustee Charles Beveridge and trustee Daniel Chartier.

  
Here is the text of the award:

 Montreal and the Mont-Royal are indivisible. With its three peaks, this iconic
location is affectionally referred to as "the mountain" and spreads over ten
square kilometers. It boasts beautiful residential neighborhoods, several
founding institutions of Montreal - hospitals, universities, religious
communities, vast cemeteries, numerous neighborhood parks, and the
magnificent Mount Royal Park covering a spacious and attractive green area
of nearly 200 hectares overlooking downtown Montreal. Since 1986, Les
amis de la montagne have played an active role in protecting and enhancing
Mount Royal. Declared a heritage site by the Government of Quebec, much
of the mountain enjoys several safeguards that guide the development of its
land and buildings. As the city that surrounds it is thriving, the mountain is
constantly feeling the pressure of densification and urban development. With
the support of a community of people who are aware of the inestimable worth
of Mount Royal, Les amis de la montagne contribute to further strengthen the
culture of respect and long-term protection of this place. 

NAOP Trustees in the News

Trustee Emeritus Charles Birnbaum has been awarded the ASLA's top honor
for an individual landscape architect, The ASLA Medal.  He was honored at



the president's dinner on October 23, during the 2017 ASLA Annual Meeting
& EXPO in Los Angeles.  After a career in the National Park Service where
he launched the Historic Landscape Initiative, Charles Birnbaum founded
The Cultural Landscape Foundation.

  
Trustee Emerita Marion Pressley FASLA was elected Chairman-Elect of the
American Society of Landscape Architects Council of Fellows at its annual
conference in Los Angeles, an election that occurs every odd-numbered year.

 She heads Pressley & Associates, Landscape Architects in Boston. 
  

Advisory Council Member Bestsy Barlow-Rogers received the 2017 Beatrix
Farrand Society Lifetime Achievement Award.  She was the founding
president of the Central Park Conservancy.

  
Trustee Daniel Chartier became governor of Les Amis de la Montagne a year
ago and has been active in the Properties and Preservation Committee that
tackles issues such as the repurposing of the Royal Victoria Hospital and
increasing outreach for the Mountain in the City of Montreal's vision and
action plan.

  
Trustee Addy Reiman-Smith delivered the annual Maine Historical Society
Olmsted Lecture in October on Legacy in the Landscape of Change.  She has
been appointed executive director of the Portland Society of Architecture.

Sightings
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