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Hartford Climate Stewardship Council 
Annual Report: April 2016 – May 2017  
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The City of Hartford Climate Stewardship Council (CSC) is pleased to present our annual report, which 
features highlights of an extremely busy inaugural year.  This report summarizes the activities of the CSC 
from its first meeting in April 2016 through May 2017, including:   

• About Us  
• Climate Action Plan Progress 
• Notable Successes  
• Policy/Legislative Achievements  
• Knowledge-Building  
• Support of Grants & Projects  
• Administrative Matters  

 

ABOUT US  
The CSC is a working group of the City of Hartford Planning & Zoning Commission and the advisory body 
for the city’s Climate Stewardship Initiative. The Climate Stewardship Initiative is an inclusive, community-
wide effort led by Mayor Luke Bronin through the Office of Sustainability and the CSC. Together, we aim 
to advance the city’s economy, improve public health and quality of life, and promote social equity while 
becoming a global leader in environmental stewardship.  
 
The CSC brings together citizen associations, nonprofit institutions, regional and state governments, and 
private businesses from the Hartford region. The group includes representatives from Hartford 2000, as 
well as the chairs of five city commissions (ex officio). It frequently employs the efforts of students and 
professors from institutions of higher learning both within and outside the region. The full roster of 
participants, as it changes from time to time, can be found on the “Who Are We?” page of the CSC 
website.  
 
The CSC convenes eight to ten meetings per year with the goal of exchanging information and ideas 
regarding sustainability at the local, regional, and state levels – with the primary focus being the 
advancement of Hartford’s objective to become a national model for urban sustainability. Meetings are 
held at the University of Connecticut School of Law, and CSC activities have been supported by the UConn 
Service Learning Program, the UConn Center for Energy & Environmental Law, and the Thomas F. Gallivan, 
Jr., Memorial Fund. Meetings are open to the public.  
 

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN PROGRESS  
At its first meeting, the CSC set forth as one of its primary goals the drafting Hartford’s first comprehensive 
Climate Action Plan, a document that will influence decisions made by the public and private sector and 
will be folded into the City’s Comprehensive Plan of Development, which is drafted on a decennial basis 
by the Planning & Zoning Commission.   
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A draft outline and introduction of the Climate Action Plan was first discussed at the CSC meeting on 
9/6/2016. At that meeting, CSC members approved six focus areas: energy, food, green space, 
transportation, waste, and water. Eleven UConn Law students who attended this meeting were tasked with 
pulling together research on each of these areas, so that the CSC could have a basis on which to commence 
its Climate Action Planning process. At the 11/1/2016 and 12/6/2016 meetings, UConn Law students 
presented research on each of these areas, enhanced by CSC member and external feedback.   
 
In March 2017, the CSC co-hosted a 200-person conference, entitled “Municipal Climate Policy: Local 
Solutions for a Global Problem.” It brought experts on climate action planning from across the country 
together to explore how cities are addressing the issue of climate change. The climax of the event was an 
interactive workshop led by Hartford CSC members and the Connecticut Chapter of the American Planning 
Association, which allowed participants to provide feedback on the six focus areas (energy, food, green 
space, transportation, waste, & water) of Harford’s draft Climate Action Plan. UConn Law students took 
notes, and feedback was summarized and reported to the plenary session.  It has since been incorporated 
into the draft Climate Action Plan.  
 
To augment this momentum for the Climate Action Plan, the CSC realized that it would need the assistance 
of dedicated staff. It therefore supported a successful grant application to Partners for Places and the 
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, resulting in full funding for a Sustainability Coordinator for the City 
of Hartford for nearly two years. As of May 1, 2017, Mayor Bronin filled the Sustainability Coordinator 
position with Shubhada Kambli, who will lead Hartford’s Sustainability Office and will be the driving force 
behind organizing the community outreach and additional research efforts needed to finalize and adopt 
Hartford’s Climate Action Plan. In addition, Hartford’s new Sustainability Office will coordinate 
departments and initiatives, and will continue implementing pilot projects in key areas. For example, a 
Green Infrastructure Specialist and assistant (also fully grant-funded) will be focusing on innovative pilot 
projects to handle stormwater and runoff.  
 
In addition, we note the work of a team of five graduate students at Berkeley’s Goldman School of Public 
Policy during the spring of 2017. This team partnered with the CSC to undertake an in-depth policy 
analysis project analyzing a variety of potential strategies for strengthening climate resilience in Hartford. 
The strategies examined include: tree canopy cover replacement program, bioswales/rain gardens, rain 
barrels to residents, vegetated buffer, establishment of no-mow areas, bike corrals, improved flood 
evacuation signage, emergency backpack meals program, commercial building cool roof mandate, electric 
vehicle charging stations, flood resilience campaign, emergency route on Hartford public transportation 
systems, and community gardens/urban farms. Based on costs and composite benefits, the alternatives 
were compared in terms of the duration and magnitude at which each would deliver its composite benefits 
given a $40,000 investment. This study will influence the Climate Action Plan and will inform policy 
decisions to ensure the City of Hartford achieves the greatest possible return on investment in regard to 
sustainability infrastructure.  
 

NOTABLE SUCCESSES 
To date, Hartford has had numerous successes in each of the six areas of focus in the forthcoming Climate 
Action Plan. Worth noting are the following achievements: 

• Energy 
o Award-winning zoning code incentivizes green buildings, renewable energy, and energy 

efficiency 



www.hartford.gov/climate | Twitter: @hartfordclimate     3 

o Now-capped landfill has been redeveloped into a 1-megawatt solar array 
o Hartford was recognized as an inaugural Gold-designated SolSmart community by the 

Department of Energy for its commitment to increasing solar energy accessibility  
o SolarizeCT campaign, running through September 2017, offers discounted bulk solar to 

homeowners  
o Ongoing efforts measure energy consumption and develop conservation strategies in 

public buildings 
o Successful implementation of the Parkville Microgrid, an 800 kilowatt fuel cell that will 

ensure important neighborhood institutions can be powered even if the grid goes down 
o Adoption of clear guidelines for property owners seeking to install solar energy in historic 

districts 
o Solar For All initiative, a partnership between the CT Green Bank and PosiGen, offers 

affordable solar energy opportunities to low- and moderate-income homeowners  
• Food 

o Robust Food Policy Advisory Commission and growth in food-focused community 
organizations 

o Successful network of seven farmers’ markets in the city  
o Continued growth in number of community gardens and urban farms, which serve many 

local families 
o Award-winning zoning code authorizes bee keeping, community gardens, and farmers’ 

markets in all zones  
o Strong school-based food education programs  

• Green Space 
o Strong Tree Ordinance aims to expand Harford’s urban forest and established a Tree 

Commission to advise public officials 
o Hartford has planted 1,000 trees a year since 2012, resulting in the tree canopy currently 

covering of 25% of the city 
o The public-private partnership between Riverfront Recapture, the City of Hartford, and 

the MDC has been a highly successful revitalization model earning national recognition 
o Award-winning zoning code strengthens tree canopy coverage requirements, establishes 

waterway buffers, and increases the amount of pervious coverage 
• Transportation 

o City Council adopted a new Complete Streets Policy, advocated by the Complete Streets 
Working Group   

o City was awarded a Bicycle-Friendly Community Bronze Award by the League of 
American Bicyclists  

o Introduction of transit-oriented development districts surrounding CTfastrak nodes 
o Continued success of the CTfastrak system, which has exceeded ridership projections   
o Award-winning zoning code eliminates car parking requirements for new buildings 

downtown and for certain uses, but requires bike parking nearly everywhere  
o Rise of local bicycle advocacy groups such as BiCi Co. and the Catholic Worker House 

• Waste 
o Now-capped landfill has been redeveloped into a 1-megawatt solar array 
o Ongoing anti-litter campaign  
o Single stream recycling improvements 
o Yearly Trashion Fashion event to raise awareness about waste reduction strategies  

• Water  
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o Improvements in the water quality of the Connecticut River, which was designated the 
country’s first National Blueway to recognize local protection efforts in 2012 

o Introduction of several green infrastructure projects throughout the city  
o Award winning zoning code protects the city’s waterways by: reducing impervious 

coverage, incentivizing green roofs, requiring low-impact development infrastructure, and 
creating watershed buffers that prohibit development along rivers and streams  

o MDC program has resulted in rain barrel distribution to residents throughout the region  
 

POLICY/LEGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS  
The CSC has entertained discussions and proposals regarding various policy/legislative topics. Previous 
topics include: 

• Energy Improvement Districts, 5/24/16 
o Legal interns presented background information on EIDs in Connecticut. Presenters 

advocated for the entire City of Hartford to be included in an EID, so as to allow a single 
board to oversee any potential projects in the city. 

o Outcome: Draft ordinance discussed/supported by CSC proposed by Mayor Bronin and 
adopted by City Council; EID fully appointed and poised to begin work.  

• Complete Streets Policy, 6/28/16 
o Presentation by Caitlin Palmer, City Principal Planner and convener of public-private 

Complete Streets Action Team. Development and content of proposed Complete Streets 
Policy for Hartford, as well as next steps to achieve adoption were discussed. 

o Outcome: Draft ordinance discussed/supported by CSC proposed by Mayor Bronin and 
adopted by City Council; policy fully in place and influencing public decision-making.  

• Emerald Ash Borer Funding Needs, 8/2/16 
o Presentation by Jack Hale, Chair of Hartford Tree Commission, and Heather Dionne, 

Hartford City Forester, regarding the crisis of the Emerald Ash Borer. The current scope of 
the problem and potential courses of action were discussed.  

o Outcome: Though no formal statement by CSC was adopted, additional funding through 
the budget process was made available specifically for the treatment of emerald ash 
borer.  

• Plastic Bag Ban, 2/14/17 & 4/4/2017  
o Legal intern delivered a report regarding best practices for plastic bag bans. The report 

recommended phasing in a plastic bag ban in Hartford over a year-long period – 
beginning with large retailers and then eventually including restaurants and other smaller 
retailers.  

o Undergraduate interns contacted community members from Massachusetts towns that have 
enacted plastic bag bans to survey their experiences and reported results. 

o Outcome: CT League of Conservation Voters taking lead on public outreach; draft 
ordinance has been reviewed (but not yet approved) by CSC.  

• Global Covenant of Mayors, 4/4/17 
o Undergraduate intern presented research on costs/benefits of Hartford participating in 

the Global Covenant of Mayors.  
o Outcome: New Sustainability Office considering whether Mayor should sign on to Global 

Covenant of Mayors, based on intern report.  
 

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING  
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The CSC attempts to build knowledge by inviting presenters to its own meetings and through community 
forums and workshops. Previous presenters (and topics) at CSC meetings include: 

• Jim Ford, City Traffic Engineer, 5/24/16 
o Progress and Challenges of Promoting Sustainable Transportation in Hartford  

• Mike Zaleski, Riverfront Recapture, 5/24/16 
o Riverfront Recapture: History, Current Projects, and Challenges 

• Lee Sawyer, Project Manager, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, 
6/28/16 

o City and Statewide Waste Goals and Progress  
• Herb Virgo, Keney Park Sustainability Project, 6/28/16 

o Background and Goals of Keney Park Sustainability Project  
• Mayor Luke Bronin, 8/2/16 

o Steps Hartford is Taking to Become a Model of Urban Sustainability  
• Emily Hultquist, Capitol Region Council of Governments, 9/6/16 

o CRCOG Sustainability Efforts: Economy, Environment, & Social Equity 
• Martha Page, Food Policy Advisory Commission, 9/6/16  

o Background and Goals of Hartford’s Food Policy Advisory Commission 
• Lynn Stoddard & Alexandra Beaudoin, ISE/CCM 10/4/16 

o Municipal Sustainability Rating Project 
• Laura Settlemeyer, Director of Blight Remediation, 1/10/17 

o Hartford’s New Blight Approach: Goals and Challenges  
• John Humphries, Connecticut Roundtable on Climate and Jobs, 1/10/17 

o Organization Background, Fixed Charge Campaign, State Climate Action Plan Progress, 
CT Lead by Example Program, & VW Settlement  

• Amy Merli, Trashion Fashion, 2/14/17 
o Background and Goals of Trashion Fashion  

• Chris Donnelly, State Forestry Division, 2/14/17  
o CT Urban Forestry: Current Programs and Challenges in the Field  

• Hartford’s Solar Initiatives: Solar for All & Solarize Hartford, 4/4/17 
o Madeline Priest, The Connecticut Green Bank 
o Beth Galante, PosiGen 
o Jeff Pipeling, C-TEC Solar 

• Daniel Mackay, CT Trust for Historic Preservation, 4/4/17 
o Background, Advocacy Goals, and Programming of CT Trust for Historic Preservation 

 
In addition to its own meetings, the CSC has sponsored or co-sponsored forums and workshops aimed both 
at informing the community of ongoing sustainability initiatives and gathering community feedback to help 
inform its own efforts, particularly in regard to Hartford’s draft Climate Action Plan. Previous events 
include:  

• Eversource Light Bulb Swap, 10/16  
o CSC and CSC member Eversource utilized a “Bright Ideas” Grant, working with the Youth 

Service Corps to publicize light bulb swaps at the South End Senior Center and Waverly 
School. The swaps resulted in hundreds of incandescent bulbs being replaced by high-
efficiency LEDs. 

• “Municipal Climate Policy: Local Solutions for a Global Problem,” 3/3/17 
o A 200+-person conference, co-sponsored by the CSC, which brought experts in climate 

action planning from across the country together to explore how cities are addressing the 
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issue of climate change. The climax of the event was an interactive workshop led by the 
Hartford CSC and the Connecticut Chapter of the American Planning Association, which 
allowed participants to provide feedback on the Climate Action Plan.  

• “Going Solar: A Brighter Future for Hartford,” 3/7/17 
o CSC partnered with Mayor Bronin’s Office of Community Engagement to offer a public 

forum for Hartford residents interested in solar to learn more about the topic, including 
programs operating at the city and state level which incentivize solar use. 

• SolarizeCT Workshops, spring/summer 2017  
o The City enrolled in the SolarizeCT program, sponsored by CT Green Bank and run by a 

non-profit called Smart Power, which enables homeowners to take advantage of 
discounted bulk solar for a short period of time. Various workshops were conducted in this 
program in all parts of the city to educate residents about the benefits of solar energy.  

• Presentations about the CSC have been made to the City Council Committee on Public Works, 
Hartford 2000, the Planning & Zoning Commission, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission, 
and other bodies.  

 

SUPPORT OF GRANTS & PROJECTS  
The CSC has drafted numerous letters of support backing applications for sustainability-related 
grants/programs submitted both by the City of Hartford and a number of local organizations. Previous 
letters of support include, among others:  

• Statement on Clean Energy Task Force, 8/2/16 
o Confirming the CSC will take on the role of the Clean Energy Task Force for the City of 

Hartford.  
o Outcome: Eversource recognizes CSC as Hartford’s Clean Energy Task Force.   

• American Planning Association – CT Chapter – Transformational Planning Award, 9/6/16 
o In support of Hartford’s application for a CT APA Award for the positive advances the 

city’s new zoning code makes in the areas of energy, land use, transportation, waste, and 
water.  

o Outcome: Transformational Planning Award received.  
• Hartford Foundation for Public Giving – Transit Academy Grant, 9/6/16 

o In support of the application by BiCi Co. to serve as the administrator of the Transit 
Academy in the Hartford region.  

o Outcome: Grant received.  
• University of Connecticut Institute for Resilience & Climate Adaptation - Municipal Resilience Grant, 

10/4/16 
o In support of Hartford’s application for the CIRCA Municipal Resilience Grant, for a green 

infrastructure specialist to staff the Sustainability Office.  
o Outcome: Grant received; green infrastructure specialist hired as of June 2017.  

• Capitol Region Council of Governments, TAP Funding Proposal, 10/4/16 
o In support of Hartford’s application to the 2016 Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside 

Program, which would aid in the extension of an existing trail along the Connecticut River. 
o Outcome: Grant received.  

• Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection – America the Beautiful Grant 
Program, 1/10/17 

o In support of Hartford’s application for the maintenance of about a dozen legacy trees 
and Keney Park wood materials management site. 
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o Outcome: Grant received for legacy trees (and another Hartford project by Knox); 
discussions ongoing for money from DEEP on wood materials management site.  

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – 2017 EPA Small Grants Program, 1/10/17 
o In support of the Keney Park Sustainability Project’s application to the 2017 EPA 

Environmental Justice Small Grants Program to aid the Gully Brook Stewardship Project – 
a coordinated effort between Keney Park Sustainability Project and its partners to restore 
5 acres of riparian habitat along Gully Brook.  

o Outcome: Awaiting award.  
• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – NFWF Five Star and Urban Waters Grant, 1/10/17  

o In support of the Keney Park Sustainability Project’s application for a 2017 NFWF Five 
Star Urban Waters Grant to aid the Gully Brook Stewardship Project – a coordinated 
effort between Keney Park Sustainability Project and its partners to restore 5 acres of 
riparian habitat along Gully Brook.  

o Outcome: Awaiting award.  
• Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection – Recycle CT Innovation Grant, 

1/10/17 
o In support of two proposals submitted by local stakeholders for the Recycle CT Innovation 

Grant. (1) Keney Park Sustainability Project’s proposal to provide a four-month long wood 
materials program; and (2) Blue Earth Compost’s proposal to provide a year-long 
community composting program rooted in Billings Forge in the Frog Hollow neighborhood.  

o Outcome: Grant awarded to both organizations.  
• Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection – CT DEEP Urban Greens and 

Community Garden Grant, 1/10/17  
o In support of an application by KNOX and Hartford Food System for a grant to aid in the 

rehabilitation of the Enfield Street Community Garden.  
o Outcome: Grant awarded.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS  
Website: The Climate Stewardship Council has a website, first discussed at the 11/1/2016 CSC meeting 
and approved at the 1/10/2017 meeting. The goal of the website is to make information about 
Hartford’s response to climate change more accessible to all. It is designed and populated entirely by 
volunteers (except as noted below with regard to the base open source code for an interactive map).  
 
Interactive Map: Through a partnership with Trinity College Professor Jack Dougherty’s DataViz Seminar, 
the CSC worked with a student intern to develop Hartford’s first ever comprehensive sustainability 
mapping project. The interactive map highlights existing sustainability infrastructure in the city and can 
easily be updated to reflect future accomplishments. The project will hopefully spur on continued data 
collaboration among Hartford organizations and institutions, while also allowing residents to view the many 
accomplishments the city has made and explore sustainability on the neighborhood level.  
 
Budget: In November 2016, based on an application initially drafted by the CSC, the City of Hartford 
received the inaugural “Sustainability Award” from the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, which 
was accompanied by a $1,000 check. The following monies have been spent from this award:  

• $80 for a website template from WordPress  
• $250 for a freelance website designer to develop base open source code for the interactive map  
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Leadership: The Chair of the Planning & Zoning Commission, Sara C. Bronin, chairs the CSC. Tom Swarr is 
the Project Lead on all energy issues. Other CSC members are encouraged to lead (and do lead!) specific 
projects as they arise.   
 
Staff: Volunteers manage all aspects of CSC meetings, letter-writing, research, website development, and 
other activities. The CSC works closely with the City Sustainability Office on Climate Action Plan efforts, 
though City staff does not provide organizational assistance to the CSC.    


